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Urtjfrcr&UM^isO^ 

Before we begin, I have to explain a few things. 

i) what this is. I am congenitally incapable of working without a 
framework of rules. I hadn't written in months, and I was getting 
desperate. My rules were: I had to write a poem, about whatever I 
was thinking about at the time, on the ticket of every bus trip I 
took between January 9 and February 26, 2017. I did allow myself 
to edit while I was typing them out. And then I did it again 
between September 12 and November 15, for pretty much the 
same reason. 

ii) the content. Strange though it may seem, I was actually pretty 
sane for most of these. 

iii) the slight inconsistencies. To the left you see the back and front of 
the original. To the right you see what I've tidied up, polished, and 
sorted out the line breaks for. 

And as usual, I have to thank a few people without whom this would 

not have happened. 

i) My mum, the English teacher, for assuring me that free verse is still 
poetry, and reading every poem as it walked in the door. 

ii) My dad, for subsidizing some of the tickets, and thinking of the 
title for the project. 

iii) Walter (& Haelixl), for giving me the idea of do a book and guiding 
me through the deeply confusing process of printing it. 

iv) and A., for frequently reminding me to breathe, and for a few 
quotes here and there. 



iv 



t yO) \Arvt^urut fv-rtWsr cuio... 

Uuhi£s> a#uL } 

f a&riAwt fo fzr&s&wfc Ljcru, yrw^t po&wv $. 


1 



„*» ,uu> 11 . CO. Il* 


" /n « I . *1 

oupposihon 


Suppose /or o rv» crn< >nf- 
That we have Cl choice. 


That U>£ twmans cao 

Cut fh« rnocnVicp 
c/o ooLjOihe/e 
onjthv>\cj. 

5appot»e all of hWt cut! 

ipcnaz. I'* ope* before us 
u>cuh**j- 

' Houston, u>e have liftoff/ 

&at pousc?. 

Consider. 



Route 13 

Oriver: 116&& 

Tliket: - >357 

Si Ml V' tt.W 


fare: 

froir 


lo 


Card: 14504b 
Credit leU: V' »'l 
liin- . 1 1 '■ 11 u j, -I 

10 Jan 17 

•» iranster expires 

fi?06 PM 


• | | .141 » ' «' 

4 M | « I I I ' • ' 1 t 

*7.. *• •• 






... : 

i.i.•••I**•** * 

.!'*• * I * 1 . 

IMAbl1 


())',DO 4 BO',L l HI 
0300 4 26/b463 


Suppose Lie can never 
&&r 

cen>c, bocAc. 

This rso't pr ‘56% 
Change- to t^laOS. 

Tin's CS -for sune. 
VOcaid t^ou 

c,oYr\Q, oJith rvie.f 
It'S ofca4- 

The rncMe^rrt O-i&f. 


- 2 - 




Suppose for a moment 
That we have a choice 
That we humans can 
cut the moorings 
Go anywhere 
See anything. 

Suppose all of time and space lie open before us 
Waiting. 

"Houston, we have liftoff!" 

But pause. 

Consider. 

Suppose we can never 
ever 

come back. 

This isn't your '50% chance to Mars.' 

This is for sure. 

Would you still come with me? 

It's okay. 

The moment is over. 
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blv~£'- , yb^Lft 

The edges close in. 

Walking, the universe 
seems endless, a single 
city 
vast. 

Drive. Sail. Fly. Email. The world 

pulls together 

a fitted sheet 

with the Rift in corner #5. 

Why travel 

when the people There 
- you only travel for people - 
are at your fingertips? 

I long 

for the crisp finality 

of the waterfall 

at the end of the world. 

I have endless edges 
forming a closed ball. 
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err U^\Ae it 

How do you go back in time? 

Forward is hard, an endless murky plain. 
Choose your own adventure, but 
you have to get there yourself. 

To go back, 

Just fall. 

Tip over the edge 
of the cliff 

that nibbles at your heels, 
that nibbles at the edge of time. 

Moving fast enough 
to escape the pull of the cliff— 
not easy. 

A life's work, yet 
still doomed to failure. 

Fall. 

Falling is flying. 

It is cool & quiet & peaceful 
Down here. 

The cliff at the edge of time 
is bottomless. 

You can fly forever. 

Suicide is painless. 

That doesn't mean 
it's a good idea. 
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j-U)\AstrcrpA 

A certain balancing act 
ensues upon 
the friendly bing of 
a new Outlook message. 

Is it from someone I like? 

If no, answer quickly, 
get rid, get rid. 

If yes, Outlook is 
no longer friendly. 

'Hi Rose' - no-no-no-no-no 
peering through fingers 
the ineffectual shield 
I place between myself 
& the minefield of replying. 
Immediately? 

They'll know 

their email made my day 
& I had nothing better to do. 
Wait a few hours, days? 
Can't. 

I'll think of nothing else. 

At least letters 
Have built-in delay. 
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<yO yw-'unM,? 

or } \aj~Wl] icnrkiwg K^tppt/ ft? 5 ^e \UUr\A& 

is CL ixLCi idJUL 

The golden dawn 
that breaks across your face 
& fills you with light 
until you could almost 
fly away on it. 

That you remember 
the shape of 

on your lips & teeth & eyes 

& recreate alone 

in the mirror at home 

Only to realize 

you were grinning idiotically 

& look stupid when you smile 

& you feel sick. 

After that 

you try to smile less. 
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ol p^riixAAJuMr ft/joe of faer-><m. 

What does it say about 
you as a person 
when you are 

for some reason unknown but still quite genuine 
AFRAID 

of getting what you want? 

When you dream about this thing asleep and awake, 
rehearse the words you'll use 
to tell people you've finally got it. 

And this goes on for months 
Years maybe 

Until you reach your goal. 

Clear the penultimate hurdle. 

Only one thing remains, & it is 
so small: 

To stretch out your hand 
and possess your heart's desire. 

And you turn & walk away. 

Because you cannot really 
imagine it being yours. 

What does that say? 
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defter 

There is a strange loss 

that manifests itself mostly 

as a ball of hot disappointment 

acid & choking in the throat 

at the instant of one's 

hardest-won 

most longed-for 

most intensely obsessed over 

in short, one's greatest achievement. 

This loss says 

'How the hell did you do that?' 

It says, 'You didn't do that. 

Not really. 

They let you win. 

Someone in the office felt sorry for you. 
It was a random chance. 

You didn't deserve it.' 

At length you believe it. You 
keep fighting, hoping someday 
to win for real, but 
the knowledge seeps in, 
fuses 

with your psyche: 

It is better 
to travel hopefully 
than to arrive. 
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cl of 

I walk here, fast, relentless, 
eyes narrowed 
in a sharpshooter's glare 
against the blazing sun. 

My scarf, scarlet flag of 
'No retreat, baby, no surrender' 
dances out before me, 
blood on the breeze. 

Striding out of the burning 
West, 

sun and wind behind me 

a shadow on the silent afternoon streets of the city, 
I am the Oncoming Storm. 

Reaching the corner, 

I halt, feet planted, 
scanning the horizon; 
a warrior. 

A traveler. 

A legitimate badass. 

The moment passes. 

I am not a warrior. 

I am a nerdy student 
and I have a bus to catch. 


-17 - 



‘Ort i/N»o+Vf>d 
a £c<e«rfifiZ 
as o?\ I'lcVsu'c^pc*jLucdb 

W IcJ*. UaJ a poini. 

<"5 of-Rp I'icQSSaty 
to WS-tert - CC read - 
v<enj 

in oofa,* ufcka^jasuj 

lo^<s+ <sr>a ft 

uxi^e'fuA^oi h>gg f - 
wa2ao don‘4 tc*»a«; 

n<9»\« af ^ s^wb-l Y^* ‘ 
Sir colculafed ^c^y, fk. 
irwtgzxl -J Gari'f (Vr^ftct 

‘of vU p< 2 cxlc af fo7.3ffpr. 

nobody t*)iU RU ms v«(^ 
unite <=u« fC<*- 
>c 1 (ocR up 

Otarl^ ort^' WJO^l 

u»n R oJhaf J kv*c-^ 
i>V<sb of ujRrt I 
or>d teyv fr>y 5c'pe/v>ior 

Cb/O sat +i*> itWSS. 



Route 13 

Driver: 11611 

Ticket:^ 1 28 

F*re:Slf Ml 5fll J2.40 

Froir 1 

To 


Card: 1450.45 
Credit Left: $9.20 
Time: 17:06 


20. Jan 17 

“ Transfer Expires ** 

6:0.8 PM 


1 ( r ?V tfiinfir t r 1 1 > * 
^ l n ’* *•> •‘•omul,i r y * 

•?‘ J NT.y"^?sI?FS A 67P , ri:* 
080.0. 4 BUSLINE 


0.80.0. 4 2875463 

www Kiitlt’ »* nT 


18 - 





0M~ Cl 

a*, cam* u^ui£4^r<Ju?U^a^ 

Wilde had a point. 

It is often necessary 
to listen - or read - 
very closely 
in order to understand 
what one is saying. 

The wavefunction bzz' - 
when you don't know 
the name of the symbol T 1 - 
'is calculated from the 
integral' - I can't integrate - 
'of the peak at 107.3 ppm' - 
nobody will tell me why 
the units are ppm. 

So I look up 

nearly every other word 
write what I know 
stab at what I don't 
and hope my supervisor 
can sort out the mess. 
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fivu 'iskLvuj oJcxnM; K,oi^u^g 

It is an odd sensation 
to be accidentally 
thinking about nothing. 

Shards and scraps 
of an untidy timeline 
clutter the trading floor 
blocking the deposition 
of conscious thought. 

'Carry on my wayward son' - 
a green door slamming, 
snatched from the hand 
by the wind - a smile, 
white crescent moon in 
the changing sky of 
someone's face - 'Moichido 1 
with uncertain vowels - 
spinning in a chair 
under blazing TV lights. 

What is needed 
is a sort of psychic broom 
to sweep up every morning 
the detritus of yesterday. 


- 21 - 




Vje^^eoWj 1 


Route 9 

Oliver: 10147 

I f cket; 4 :* 4 o? 

Fdre:SV Adi Sgl *2.40 

Iron 


<S pOuf j fti.V) 

4 -v>>vj 

of\ ^ rtKcUj rrv*. 1 ^ if Vi*ottw<' 
iM fA\r\ Fvail 


f*o aj ft) .r\^ fjtai 

its u*Jj <>\twfc n.Mcc 

l>to 5 \-«l> i*v hitt <pi«f. 

i<s*«rt *»* c* korrij 

ot/v , 0 j r A>j 8 v< Jhte H\. 

4 sj ,i 

al^'or toff^ evre/y <jjsI 
-rt« coU) $e;p. 


scnU «4 tfknket jfat& 
a*J ltu+s 
a*<J 

i>vte booas. 

■kj wK*i ,>i \jior*vtf 


llVdY' O stop ^Lv j,'~ i. . 

A of uyxan vKlt 


1i-xo>'5<avltA? oi*V- A .TV..YM4N* 
Out"Of -K*» ^OOlg ; 

<U& -itorYn WOJ lit* «b«toe>, ^ 


To 

1 

Card: 14‘,04 5 
Credit lefts *4.40 
Time: DB:U1 

27 Jan 17 

** Tranjlei Expires k ’ 

09:01 AM 

4 ■ • • » i i .»••*. I *.- » lit,. • 

W H ll I ii • I ». y !•*«•« i n l..i . ‘ 

* li< •«! | <|. .| l.i I >•! « )• i I 

* • NiM i I4AH I i l.7,lii » • 

0800 4 BUM INI 
0800 4 .’8/F>463 

WWW. Inis it or „i 


- 22 - 




'L 

It is pouring rain 
firing rain 

an unholy trinity of Weather 
sleet rain hail 

pounding face & blinding glasses 
forcing its way inside raincoat 
blasted along on the gale. 

I am in a hurry 
bent double into the wind 
battling my way down the road 
almost toppled by every gust. 

The cold seeps 

through soaked splashed jeans 
and boots 
and jersey 

into bones. My hands decide 
to wake up when it's warmer. 

Then a shop doorway. 

Bakery. 

A breath of warm still sweet-scented air. 
A moment 

out of the wind, & on I go. 

The storm has not abated. 
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\As&oMA&r‘u^Q 2. 

And the sun pours molten gold 
from the bluehot crucible 
of the sky 

And the cicadas roar outrage 
from treehusks dried for weeks 
& the leaves rattle autumnally 
(so hot so hot) 

& the asphalt bubbles up 

like ectoplasm 

from the chipsealed road 

& stick-stick-stick like gum 

on my feet with each step 

& the land & sky & town all tremble 

under the sun 

& there is a long way to go. 

My arms - neck - face - head all 
prickle, damp but not cooled 
fresh sweat, dry salt, sunburn 
& then there is a bridge. 

Shade underneath, & the cool breeze 
rising from the river. 

A moment to rest, & on I go. 

The heat is still searing. 
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iWcrvujlsvh) ffK cl s&wjlo- i/v_e teffr 

lk. fite -f-Lolcefc i^uu^KuA-e, 

I wonder who you were. 

Not are. 

Not necessarily. You may be 
someone who never 
ever 

leaves their ticket half-torn 
potential litter 
a panting tongue between 
the teeth of the machine. 

But at 0758, at Stop 26, 
there you were. 

For all the world as though inspectors didn't exist. 

Were you tired? Were you in a hurry? 

Will I ever know & does it matter? 

No man is an island 
(there I go, riffing off Donne, 
as if a thousand better writers 
haven't already) but it seems 
we are still very English: all 
on one continent & yet 
only the very adventurous 
know what is down the river 
over the ridge, OUTSIDE. 

On the other hand, 
who am I 

putting $15 on my card 

one minute later 

and does that matter either? 
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'So you're an addict,' he says. 

'So be addicted.' 

And I am -1 am! - but 
such a whore of an addict. 

It is not in me to be faithful 
to one drug. 

Writing. 

People. 

One specific person. 

Peanut butter. 

Eating. 

Not eating. 

Books. 

Saving every cent. 

For a month a year two years 
everything centers on a tiny thing 
of inestimable weight 
until I glance above the event horizon 
'Damn, my life imploded again.' 

Find something to focus on until 
the craving eats itself, starves. 

Methadone gets you off heroin, they say. 
They don't say what to do 
if you get hooked on that. 


- 29 - 



«*•> .mi II. <:o. ill 
Kuui. ik I'ur Iniiiavlr 



Route 13 


I'r vi*r: 


11541 


‘Tbe. Hou>c co.H* fa 
»n ftao t" 

$->«5 a court-^arci 

Orivirtcj by 
a (e**j 

left 'formal, 

heuw Jca> cor o se 
c\ t-jbik d'ff 

ffW fa sJ»u}afa 
fa. jb+f* ^ te»bfc:> 

art riot- c*t fa fife-'t of »#. 
The c»aiv>eiii«* conceits 
a i#n>/2u>aj 

of'ififtj ihto cx caurbjoi^i 
+ha. rial foot isdtort, 
Out of t^f'Vvtj 
*j> tk fW neu^htev hood 
'I'i rtol IW -ScifTO 
u».peepfe? 

>(v H"'nt jou fcnouo v>av« 
?>. fajc b^ « ontoll San^oui dwsrt 
(Va l ‘2C. ^CxJ uAU-c lcc(o,Vw 
at fta b<3ck <^f tie hoots: 
a<l otory * 


Mtikifl: 3178 

:!ilUJlSq] $2,40 

f rt.i 

To 

i*o *3 4 j()*'5 

Creo t Left: $12.20 
Tine 7 : 0 ,i 

31 Jan 17 

** Transfer Expires ** 

6:06 PM 

* r «-* I Mil:. I if»' l. r | |4 * 

* v 1 I i 11 I i i i y rtuiiiid.try 4 
‘l * 1 •*•*••'*• UoJ'wrn uaijI r»‘ 

* * MjI AM.M I NADI t * 4 

0603 4 BJSI.INE 
060C 4 2375463 

• ii«h.i ku < * 


30 - 




fiue \atvH^ sAc.ip^ iw. fro-v^t 

WcxS) ci Cs&u-rtyo^rcL 

Driving by, looking 
from a few degrees 
left-of-normal, 

That house does not rise 
a grimy white cliff 
straight from the sidewalk 
the skips & broken tables 
are not at the front of it. 

The camellia conceals 
a driveway 

opening into a courtyard 
the real front is clean, 
quite out of keeping 
with the neighborhood. 

Is it not the same 
with people? 

You think you know someone 
& then by a small & curious chance 
realize you were looking 
at the back of the house 
all along. 
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dy yw^eJ^ovLLa, lk. ew^tX 

Are you so brusque 
because I annoy you 
& you are replying quickly 
to make me go away 
or is that how you always 
have 

always will 
talk 

& I never noticed 

because the light in your eyes 

the electric enthusiasm 

in your voice 

illuminate the words 

make neon signwriting 

out of serif newsprint 

& turn 'brusque' 

into an art form 

the art of economizing words? 

Am I brusque? 

Forgive me 

if I do not reply for a while. 

I am coming to terms 
with the poverty 
of the electronic word. 
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w^cj gWo-fsfc, 

I don't want 

to write about the ghosts 
The way to good writing is 
yes 

set pen to page & open a vein 

& poetry more so 

poems they say 

must come from the heart 

but the ghosts 

have nothing to do with 

my so-called heart 

they're personal. 

Everyone 

however 'liberated', 'modern' 
has something personal, 
for me it is ghosts. 

They are the shadow 
gliding past in daylight 
The sudden bewilderment 
like a slap to the throat 
The halt midstride 
because the ground might not 
be solid anymore 
The seeing something moving 
that's not there. 

The second glance. & Third. 
And even if I give you 
all the rest 
the ghosts are mine. 
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CxrvJpyy 

They are building 

the riverbanks higher 

for the time of year is coming 

when the sluices upriver 

open 

& Ann Street 

& the other places where 

the grass slopes down into the water 

are flooded. 

This is unacceptable in a town built across a river 
so they steepen 
the banks 

force the river to conform 

to the town's convenience 

& this goes on 

& the river bends 

into shape 

but some wet winter 

it will be itself again 

& the flood will be sudden & intense 

over the built-up banks. 
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Anything is possible 
in the rain. 

On a bright sunny morning 
it is enough 

to snuggle into the day 
live in the moment. 

But in the rain 

rain after many summer days 
scorched & dry & effortful 
the cool fresh drops 
bead your hot neck 
drip through your hair 
& wake you 

from the sleep of mere consciousness. 

& the petrichor 

rising from steaming cement 

is a potent drug 

waking 

all the latent daydreams 
of things you thought 
you couldn't do. 
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om* crlci frLz^ui iw. fite rfrtefc 
&ft&r ci Lcrt^g j-Lvw& 

Wandering 

down a long straight road 
all the time in the world 
turning now & then 
to watch cars go by 
& as you turn back 
to what you were doing 
(avoiding a box of bottles) 
in the corner of your eye 
in the shadow of the pines 
is a shape - someone - 
your mind shouts at you 
for no apparent reason 
to look again 

& while you don't quite know 
who it is 

you know it matters 
& you run 

boots clumsy in haste 
5/- piece clattering on your bag 
& you are grinning like an idiot 
& you don't care 

because you've worked out who it is. 

& 'Hel/o, how are you!' 
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of ^AAru^g 

It is strangely difficult 
to write serious poetry 
when one is for a change 
wildly happy. 

Equally difficult 

is to recognize in the moment 
the downswing 
the split-second 
of perfect immobility 
neither manic nor depressive 
but still 

that stretches out 
an instant of eternity 
and is oddly conducive 
to the terse economy 
of free verse. 

It could be useful 
as a sort of clock 
Measuring the erratic motion 
of an imperfect pendulum: 

Can I write poetry? - No. 

Am I relentlessly sad? - No. 

How bizarre. 

I must 
be happy. 
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iU&L/ you* cs(wCt <A?rp iU& fading ofiU& 

rOAM- 

In the darkness 

of the early morning 

The rain rattles on the window 

Liquid language, 

a thousand tiny tongues, 

chattering fast enough in chorus 

That in the moment between 

sleep & waking 

dreaming & living 

(o shadow-fine distinction!) 

when I am not my own 

but belong, life or death, 

to the 7-times-slower dream, 

I can hear their whole litany. 

Things to be done today 
& tomorrow 
& next week 

& the rain catalogs them all 
& there is not time 
in the waking world 
for all that must be done 
but I drink darkness 
hot & bitter 

& go out into the rain, too slow 
to hear it now I am awake, too slow 
to finish everything in time. 
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At w4uy (w fic^cefs?’ 

Because it is paper 
I am given every morning. 
Because it likes biro ink, 
smooths the rivulets 
in the line of the pen. 

Because the paper rustles 

differently 

silvery 

& holds its shape. 

Good paper. 

But mostly 
I have many things 
to work out. 

Things I need to notice fully. 
There is just space here 
to notice 

without losing the thread. 

Board bus. 

Receive limited space to write 
& limited time to think. 

A prefab structure, if you will. 
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d majttr of 

I wonder 

How do others see the world? 
Certainly green is not 
All things to all men. 

We tested it in the lab once. 

I called 'spring green' 
what he swore blind was 
20 nm into yellow. 

Take cars, I learn their names 
that way I'm sure: 

EGE457, XS4521, BI3807, 

I know the names of friendly cars 

As you might learn 

the names of human friends. 

Cars are people, yellow is green, 
red is unfriendly; I am not 
looking at the tree 
I am looking at the sky 
caught in its branches. 

How can we talk 
if I will never know 
what your world looks like 
while we are both watching 
the same goldfinch 
balanced on a fence? 
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\AsZdsA-zwLcuj iA^crrnAsVvg: cl oU&ckUtt 

Standing in the middle 
of the room 
sneakers on but laces 
trailing across the floor 
roots 

tying me to here & now 
I try to remember 
what I have forgotten. 

To practice this morning? 

Did that. 

Hit my face 

on a hanging bike 

not enough space. Done. 

What they called 

the deepest level in Inception? 

Well yes. 

But I didn't need to remember that. 

Not right now. (Sword? Yes.) 

Brush teeth? Yes. Done that. 

Bus card? In pocket 
with coins and key 

Scratching Fairfield Bridge off its face. 

Lecture notes? Got those. 

The kings and queens of England 
think I am calling them 
& parade through in order. 

I remember them all right. 

Then it hits me. 

Oh yes. 

Tie shoes. 
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ui_ ofO/te, crriqivuxL 

One tries so hard 
to maintain a Tone: the 
slightly quirky 
irreverent sharp-tongued 
poet who could any moment 
slip back to Angst. 

Conventional contrived 

lyric poetry 

not one's thing at all. 

But the clouds 
swirl across the sky 
blank black wall 
& flying darkness all in one 
& a single block of sunlight 
slams into a kowhai tree 
slipping golden flame 
over the tree 

over the ground (daffodils) 

& midtown is a riot 
of saturated color in the rain 
& the oaks on the battleground 
are bringing out new leaves 
perfect perfect brilliant green 
& maybe 
Keats had a point 
after all. 
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va rWout cl pi 

frit*, fo cl brOAM- 

\ATvfUy irivUL 

Taste of cold 

tingling long after 

rinse & spit & rinse 

(.sodium stearate is a foaming agent 

added to toothpaste) 

makes 

the fresh air taste 

sparkling & delicious 

{it activates cold receptors in the mouth) 

Dew sparkles on the 

fine shards of grass 

(the cohesive properties of water 

cause it to form near-spheres) 

comfortable Converse squeak 

(this texture of the rubber, plus the thin soles 

ironically unfits them for sport) 

in the rain left over 

from last night 

(hence, raindrops are also spherical...) 

Another 

fine morning 

fine poem 

spoiled by too many facts. 
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fa-$tzr 

I am so sorry but 
I cannot show you 
how I did that 

block-strike-counterstrike thing 
avoided the defenses & won 
the game 

truth be told I was not watching 
& I don't know myself. 

I am so sorry but 
I did not know it was 
'clavicle' that was 'a bone meaning 
little key' 

truth be told I derived it 

by way of clavichord & clef & some 

leftover high school French 

& still answered before 

the chap who knew the answer. 

'You'll only get faster' you say 
I already run at sixteen thousand words a minute 
how much faster can I get 
before I go up in flames? 
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They say there are 
echo chambers 
on the web 
places you go to hear 
nothing you don't already 
believe, 

to mock at those outside. 

I have not found any. 

I have found instead 
on the street corners 
of Reddit and Facebook 
and WordPress and real life 
fire 

strong amazing people 
who gracefully change 
the subject 
when it gets heated 
but not their opinion 

except in the face of overwhelming evidence 

and I am grateful 

for enthusiastic fangirls 

and goddess-worshipping radfems 

and gentle encouraging writers 

who turn to steel when crossed. 

For midnight conversations 

about poetry history religion science 

for a brilliant physicist who 

spares the time to talk 

for all the people who disagreed 

& taught me to say 

'I really don't know' 

& to make 

my own conclusions. 
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'Yeah, morning, spacewaste, 
that's enough' doesn't work 
I think she likes 
the attention 
& stays at my elbow. 

You won't finish the reading 

you'll fail the course 

lose your summer 

For Force sake I say 

Panic is an overblown response 

to oversleeping an hour 

just after the clocks change. 

She was up all night 
running away 

from Jaime Lannister - idiot - 
she gets upset 
when I forget 

the heavy elements, & replays 
the most sickening failures 
at the worst moments 
chanting stupid stupid stupid 
and in this vast empty universe 
spacewaste (no cap) 
is the worst name I can call her 
so I do 

& she retaliates in kind 
(f**kup f**kwit moron loser) 

& we candidly detest each other 
but... know her? 

Of course I know her. 

She's me. 
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yi/r&'i'V'S of 

It is interesting 
to have all the trappings 
of belonging to the city 
while essentially rootless. 

Knowledge of bus routes 
& drivers 
& times 
A library card 

signed with my name in child's writing. 
My parents' first house as Mr. & Mrs. 
down the road from the exam place. 

I can give & take directions by 
'where the yellow toyshop was', 

'the old Farmers', 'the skeevy 
second-hand store 
with the fairy on it'. 

The local laird painted me once 
not as cool as it sounds. 

I know what direction 

the weather comes from 

& the feel of the mud 

when the river is high 

but I am blown along by a wind 

off a different ocean 

where memory hangs heavy 

& roots are too deep too fast 

& you never really leave 

or perhaps no real ocean at all 

perhaps I am still looking 

for an unknown shore 

where I can stay 

uncrowded 

by yearning for a distant home. 
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iw. yu^rcMy of i 

There is also magic 

in the cool predawn twilight 

in drinking bad coffee in the dark 

while the lights from the port 

still dimly reflect 

in the glassy lake of the sky. 

And in the distant thunder of traffic 
faintly heard from an empty street 
waiting 

for the bus the dawn the apocalypse 
something 

and the clouds hurry past 
running late to join the storm 
and I am 

for a few moments under sodium lights 
the only person on earth. 

One finds this breathless quiet 
on the edges of things 
a day 
a cliff 

an airport departure gate 

because in places where anything can happen 

something 

just might. 

Here 

like on Springsteen's Thunder Road 
there is mercy for mistakes 
do-overs for fumbled sentences 
the oblivion 
deep & engulfing 
of human irrelevance. 

And then the street lamps blink off 
and the day begins in earnest. 
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cUwMa 

Someone once said 

the ideal scientist 

resembles a duck on a fast river. 

On the surface all is serene 

but where you can't see them 

the legs are going like crazy. 

In the same way 
the calm gesture at 
a mass spectrum 
of one of Fred's 
less massive 

equally annoying cousins 

while saying 

'this bit over here 

is a trigonal fragment, Au 

fr/s-triphenylphosphine' 

represents 

eighteen hours in the lab 
two computer programs 
accidental memorization 
of twelve atomic weights 
frustration expressed 
in three languages 
& finally 
late at night 
Oh, there's sodium in!!! 

Ah chemistry. 

You don't get much for the money 
But replacing 'I conjecture' 
with 'we have found' 
is very nearly worth it. 
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Qrt&t Q(MM* 

And here we are again 
with nothing really to say. 

Guardian headline: 'I'd rather 
be content than happy' 
says famous actress 
but she's not wrong. 

Contentment is 

the state of having nothing to say. 
when the weather is okay 
just okay 

or raining; doesn't matter 

it's a state of mind 

and assignments are due 

but few enough 

far enough 

not to raise stress 

above baseline 

so nothing is really wrong 

& nothing is extra-specially right. 

And I am noticing everything: 

a bicolored camellia 

schoolchildren playing in the park 

every other front garden 

overflowing with cherry or magnolia 

the five-digit phone number 

still painted on a corner store 

but I have nothing new to say 

and then it hits me 

is this contentment 

or the apathy of a sleepless night 

and a long day ahead? 
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t\ju^Ycrv^CyO. LooLLoyby 

There is something oddly 
perhaps irrationally 
soothing 

about manually drawing molecules 
crystal structures even better 
*click*click* rough grate 
of mouse dragging on desk 
accompanied by 
the ordered proliferation 
of delicate black lines 
all alike 

a tree growing through a carbon net. 
Autofill in Excel is similar 
summoning 

a cascade of calculations 
& before you can blink 
all your dilutions are accounted for. 
The effortless order appeals. 

Better 

but infinitely harder 
is doing it all by hand 
in purple fountain pen. 
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*K,<Tt fv 

You'd have to pay attention 
to know anything was happening. 

The children on the platform 

are always fighting 

shoving each other on & off buses. 

I'm keeping my head down. 

Reading. Quietly. 

A bus full of people all 
twice my size... 

not somewhere I want to be noticed. 

The shouting is different now 
not the shrill half-play usual here. 

Baritone. 

Angry. 

When adults fight it's serious 
and other people step in 
& the bus pulls away 
odd sense of detachment 
like a ship off the coast 
of a war zone 
it's bad, okay, 

but I'm out of reach so not too bad 
until another bus starts moving 
ponderously slow. 

There is something chilling 
watching the biggest car crash 
you can imagine 
imminent & in slow motion. 

Driver stops in time. 

Security breaks up the fight. 

A four-hundred-pound queen (his word not mine) 
winks, getting off at his stop, & says 
'You have a great day, giiiiirrrrllll.' 

A little perspective is 
a dangerous thing. 
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There is something important 
about handwriting. 

It conveys so much 

that typeface can't approach. 

As Sherlock said 
'this, Watson, was written 
on a train,' 

but who writes in script 
and who in print 
& preferences of pen 
- fountain, ballpoint, gel - 
are infinitely surprising. 

In this age of typed 
everything 

& 'just flick me an email' 
when you can know someone 
for years 
& never find out 
whether they write a's with caps 
& English or European sevens 
there is a shocking intimacy 
about letters scribbled in pencil 
and biro'd notes in margins. 

It feels like a small indiscretion 
to use real ink & your own hands 
to make exactly one copy 
of something. 

You can keep the copy ...or 
give it away 
It is like 

creating secrets. 
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o^u)i wXxL 

<yWali f-uvce <^u? Itmger 

The trouble with the last 
is that you can't tell 
except by looking back 
where it was. 

There was a time 
you put down 
your favorite book & never 
picked it up again. 

There was a time 

you walked down a familiar street 

for the last time. 

This kind of last is low-stakes 
hindsight-only 
& as you read back through 
the book of your life 
These moments are glossed 
with 'little did they know'. 

Planned lasts are different 
there is tension in the leadup 
watching the hours tick away 
the sand trickle through 
& as the last grain falls 
you find that the last 
is just the same as every other. 

Both kinds are highlighted in memory. 

But the one carries the bittersweet 
slightly dusty scent 
of the knowledge that 
all things must end 
& the other the acrid aftertaste 
of a buildup to nothing. 
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fite wi^S of fite <stvnw 

I wish I could paint like Turner. 
Reach out with a paintbrush 
& pick up the clouds 
lying like a bulwark 
of tumbled rough stones 
along the horizon 
keeping mere mortals off 
the hazy wateryblue 
gossamer-veiled sky 
where a skein of darker grey 
winds away like a sloping path 
stairway to heaven 
made wheelchair-friendly. 

I wish I could show you 
how the sky is curdled to the east 
clots of wet white cottage cheese 
clumping and straggling away 
while the storm builds behind them 
smooth purple-grey swells 
with the deadly stillness 
that comes of higher clouds 
moving still faster. 

And the sun strikes 

through the thin fins 

of the cloudbanks 

& pours in a liquid flood 

over the land under the dark sky 

& every blade of grass 

stands straight up & glows 

but I can't & so 

a cataract of violet metaphor 

is all I have to show 

for a stormy spring evening. 
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Ambling down the road 

bare feet scuffing the gravel, shoes 

dangling from my hand 

I am myself. Not even 

the slight grease of dark lipstick 

detracts from the practicality 

of jeans and leather jacket. 

At the bus stop 
I halt 

step up onto cork platforms 
buckle teal leather straps 
& straighten 
suddenly I am 
an Amazon or Bond girl 
simultaneously intimidating 
as 5% feet high becomes six 
(ever notice 
how worried men get 
when a woman is taller?) 

& fragile, slowed 

from a powerful surging stride 

to a hip-swinging strut. 

The front of my mind knows 
it is insanely irresponsible 
to be alone 
in the city 
at night 
in high heels. 

The back is busy admiring 

this ephemeral creation 

who will stalk along dressed as me 

until I step down off the shoes. 
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'you, CsO^Ct faJce, fo ^coH/lvuLj cU^rii^g 

vurrwuM^'s cl 

You - you right now - 
what are you thinking about? 

About a long day 
that magically combined 
repetitive tedium 
& sheer panic 
in a single second. 

About trying to balance 
living & sleep & work 
with family demands and 
'Thursday' = '16th' 

And I think 

this is my life now 

this is being a grownup. 

It is not exciting 
but it is 

as plain and solid as a breezeblock 

that does exactly what 

it's made to do, no more, 

that has clean simple lines 

no decoration 

no over-engineering 

that is, in a word, elegant. 

Such is the structure 
of your house 
of your life 

but you paint it and plant roses 
so nobody sees the breezeblocks 
& one day perhaps you will hold onto it 
& stand on a bridge & jump 
because it is a perfect foundation 
but a terrible burden. 



